
2018 ENGLISH IV READING ASSIGNMENT (AP AND DUAL CREDIT)  
 

 

YOU WILL NEED:  

 How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (either of the editions 
pictured below will do, or you can access the text online).  

 A spiral notebook to take notes and to make commentary about the text. 
 
 
 

 
OR 

 

        PLUS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP/DUAL literature is expected to be as 
academically challenging as a typical 
undergraduate university English 
literature course, ideally preparing you to 
receive college credit by the end of the 
year. Therefore, the activities that you 
are asked to do, beginning with your 
summer reading assignment, are 
designed to prepare you for upper level 
literary analysis. Reading this book 
thoroughly and thinking about each 
chapter by taking notes will help you to 
succeed in your AP/DUAL literature 
course. This assignment is designed to 
meet the following goals of our course: 
 

 SC 2 - The course teaches 
students to write an 
interpretation of literature that 
is based on a careful 
observation of textual details, 
considering such elements as 
figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism, and tone. 

 SC 3 - The course teaches 
students to write an 
interpretation of a piece of 
literature that is based on 
careful observation of textual 
details, considering the work’s 
structure, style, and themes. 

 SC 7 - The course requires 
writing to understand: 
Informal/explanatory writing 
activities that enable students 
to discover what they think in 
the process of writing about 
their reading. 

 

ASSIGNMENT: Thoroughly read How to 

Read Literature Like a Professor and to 
take notes in a dialectical journal. You will 
record one entry for your choice of 20 
chapters of the book. Entries must be 
labeled with the title and number of the 
chapter. Each journal entry must include 
at least two significant quotes from the 
chapter PLUS your own ideas about the 
chapter. You may agree, disagree, ask 
relevant questions about the chapter 
and/or draw pictures to help you 
remember and process the information. 
This journal is ultimately for YOU to use as 
a study aid throughout the year, so make 
it your own and have FUN with your 
entries.  
 
DUE: Turn in your reading journal on the 

Friday after school starts, and it will be 
your first MAJOR GRADE for AP/DUAL 
English IV. 

 
GRADES: 
Full credit journal includes 20 entries that 
are clearly labeled with chapter title and 
number. Each entry includes at least two 
carefully chosen significant quotes from 
the chapter PLUS thoughtful and 
meaningful commentary, images, and/or 
questions, comprising a minimum length 
of one page for each entry.  Full credit 
entries do NOT merely summarize the 
textbook, but they add your own thoughts 
as you explore ways APPLY the 
information to novels you have read or 
films you have seen (Yes, films are 
literature too!) and experiment with 
LITERARY ANALYSIS in your own writing 
based on the ideas given in the text.  
 
Each entry is worth five points if it meets 
the criteria above. Missing entries will 
subtract five points from your grade. 
Incomplete entries will subtract between 
1 and 5 points, at teacher’s discretion.  

 
 

QUESTIONS?  
 
Reach Mrs. Davis by email at 
pdavis@c-isd.com any time during 
the summer or come by room 210 
before school ends! Details will be 
posted on Canvas as well.  
 

             

 

http://ziveuniverzity.sk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Foster-How-to-Read-Literature-Like-a-Professor.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16378/Pre-AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf
mailto:pdavis@c-isd.com
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BE CREATIVE AND HAVE FUN! 
ACCEPTABLE NOTETAKING FORMATS INCLUDE: 

   VISUAL NOTETAKING 


